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Govt bunglers lose 25m
names
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THE Metropolitan Police are now leading the hunt
for two computer discs lost by the Government
containing highly sensitive personal details of
HALF the population.

The news comes as it is revealed that the junior official
at the centre of the scandal has been put into a safe
house.

The move is thought to help stop him being targeted by
organised criminals who might try to get the password
to the files from him.

Chancellor Alistair Darling vesterday stunned MPs as
he confessed the data included nam ddresses, dates
of birth, National Insurance numbers — and even bank
or building society details.

The dises — containing info on EVERY family receiving
Child Benefit — went AWOL after taxmen amazingly
aent them to another department 250 miles away by
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Disc-gruntled ... Alistair Darling arrives for
Cabinet meeting yesterday

How crisis unfolded

MARCH 2007: A junior official at HM
Revenue and Customs (HMRC)
provides the National Audit Office
(NAO) with a full copy of HMRC’s
child benefit data, in breach of
security procedures. The information
is later safely returned.
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